Rev. Philip Chalker’s Ceremony Options:

Traditional Vows
by
Rev. Philip Chalker
We are joyful assembled in the beautiful Virgin Islands before God and these witnesses to celebrate the joining of two lives in marriage.
Please be aware that all of the experiences in your lives have led you to this moment.  All of life, of Heaven and Earth, has unfolded so that you are here now.  As you stand in the presence of God and these witnesses, remember that love, loyalty, and trust are the foundation of a happy and enduring marriage.
Marriage is the oldest of institutions, recognized by every civilization, culture, and religion on earth.  It is a formal way of marking a beginning, and commitment.  No other human ties are more tender, no other vows are more sacred.
Gathering
Groom and Bride have asked us to be with them in the making of this important commitment.  The essence of this commitment is the taking of another in his or her entirety as lover, companion, and friend.  It is, therefore, a decision that is not entered into lightly but rather with great respect.
Prayer
Let Us Pray:
O Heavenly Father, whose nature is love, bless this man and this woman who make these vows before you.  Grant this to be a true spiritual union.  Bless them each with the inner gift of trust, compassion, forgiveness, and truth that they may live and grow together in love and peace. Amen.
Pledge
"Please Turn Toward One Another And Join Right Hands For Your Pledge"
Groom in taking Bride to be your lawful and wedded wife, do you promise to love and cherish her, to honor and sustain her, in sickness and in health, in poverty and in wealth, in the good that may lighten your ways, and in the bad that sometimes will darken your days, and to be true to her in all things? (I do)
Bride in taking Groom to be your lawful and wedded husband,  do you promise to love and cherish him, to honor and sustain him, in sickness and in health, in poverty and in wealth, in the good that may lighten your ways, and in the bad that sometimes will darken your days, and to be true to him in all things? (I do)
Exchange of Rings & Vows
"Do you have the rings?"
(Maid of honor takes flowers)
The ring is a symbol of the love you have for each other.  Its unending circle represents the eternal quality of your love, and the gold represents the purity of that love.  It serves as a reminder of this hour, and as a seal of the vows you take.
Now, Groom take Bride's ring and place it on her left hand.  Do you Groom give this ring to Bride as a token of your love for her? (I do)
Please repeat after me the following:
I, Groom take you Bride to be my wedded wife.  To have and to hold, from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part, according to God's holy ordinance, and therefore I pledge thee my love.
Now, Bride take Groom's ring and place it on his left hand.  Do you Bride give this ring to Groom as a token of your love for him? (I do)
Please repeat after me the following:
I, Bride take you Groom to be my wedded husband.  To have and to hold, from this day forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death do us part, according to God's holy ordinance, and therefore I pledge thee my love.
(Maid of Honor brings back flowers)
Native American Blessings
Now you will feel no rain, for each of you is shelter to the other.  Now you will feel no cold, for each of you is warmth to the other.  Now there is no more loneliness, for each of you will be a companion to the other.  Now you are two persons, but there is one life before you.  Go now to your dwelling place to enter into the days of your togetherness.  And may your days together be good, and long upon the earth.
Declaration of Marriage
Now that you have given yourselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining of hands and the giving of rings: By the authority vested in me by the Territorial Court of the United States Virgin Islands, I now pronounce you Husband and Wife.
What God has brought together let no man or woman put asunder.  Groom, you may now kiss your bride. 
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Spiritual Vows
By
Rev. Philip Chalker
We are joyfully assembled with the harmony of nature before us, the land, the sky and all the wonders it holds, the magnificent Caribbean Sea, aqua blue shallows to the cobalt blue of the deep, and beneath the largest living thing on planet earth, the coral reefs. We have gathered together before God and these witnesses to share in the joining of two lives in marriage.
Marriage is a journey of two lives based on love.  Love is patience and kindness and envies no one.  There is nothing love cannot face; there is no limit to its faith, its hope, and its endurance.  No other human ties are more tender, no other vows are more sacred.
The Gathering
Groom and bride have asked us to be with them in the making of this most important commitment.  The essence of this commitment is two lives intertwined together as lover, companion and friend.  But yet free in ones own mind and spirit, so they can both be happy as one.
The Pledge
Groom, as you take bride to be your lawful wedded wife, do you vow to love and care for her as long as you both shall live?  Taking her with all her faults and strengths, as you offer yourself with all your faults and strengths.  Help her when she needs help, and turn to her when you need help.  Do you choose her as the person with whom you will spend the rest of your life and forever more, and promise to be true to her in all things?  (I do)
Bride, as you take groom to be your lawful wedded husband, do you vow to love and care for him as long as you both shall live?  Taking him with all his faults and strengths, as you offer yourself with all your faults and strengths.  Help him when he needs help, and turn to him when you need help.  Do you choose him as the person with whom you will spend the rest of your life and forever more, and promise to be true to him in all things?  (I do)
Exchange of rings and vows
The ring is a symbol of the love you have for each other.  Its unending circle represents the eternal quality of your love, and the gold represents the purity of that love.  These rings are the outward and visible signs of an inward and spiritual grace.  The rings are a reminder of this hour, and represent a circle of trust.
Groom do you give this ring to bride as a symbol of your love?  (I do)

Repeat after me:
I groom take you bride to be my wedded wife, to love and to cherish from this day forward, in sickness and health, for richer and poorer, and therefore I pledge thee my love.
Bride, do you give this ring to groom as a symbol of your love?  (I do)

Repeat after me:
I bride take you groom to be my wedded husband, to love and to cherish from this day forward, in sickness and health, for richer and poorer, and therefore I pledge thee my love.
These Hands
(Hold grooms hands palm up)
These are the hands of your best friend, strong and vibrant with love as he promises to love you all the days of his life.
These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you will build your future, as you laugh and cry, as you share your inner most secrets and dreams.
These are the hands that will comfort you in illness and hold you when fear or grief racks your mind.
These are the hands that will patiently love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.
(Hold brides hands palm up)
These are the hands of your best friend, smooth young and carefree, as she pledges her love and commitment to you all the days of her life.
These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times.
These are the hands that will give you support as she encourages you to chase down your dreams. Together as a team, everything you wish for can be realized.
These are the hands that will passionately love you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness.
Native American Blessings
Now you will feel no rain, for each of you is shelter to the other.  Now you will feel no cold, for each of you is warmth to the other.  Now there is no more loneliness, for each of you will be a companion to the other.  Now you are two persons, but there is one life before you.  Go now to your dwelling place to enter into the days of your togetherness.  And may your days together be good, and long upon the earth.
Declaration of Marriage
Now that you have given yourselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining of hands and the giving of rings: By the authority vested in me by the Territorial Court of the United States Virgin Islands, I now pronounce you Husband and Wife.
Groom, you may now kiss your bride.
©Rev. Philip Chalker
Red Rose Exchange
By
Rev. Philip Chalker
Groom and bride, you now have the most honorable title that may exist between a man and a woman- the title of "husband" and "wife". 
In the elegant language of flowers, red roses are a symbol of love; the giving of a single red rose is a clear and unmistakable way of saying the words "I love you". 
For this reason, it is fitting that the first gift you exchange as husband and wife would be the gift of a single red rose.
(Two people from the congregation -mothers?- bring forth two single red roses, one for the groom and one for the bride)
Please exchange your first gift as husband and wife.
You both have given and received one of the most valuable and precious gifts of life - one I hope you always remember - the gift of true and abiding love within the devotion of marriage.
In every marriage, there are times when it is difficult to find the right words, the ones we love the most are the ones we can most easily hurt. There are times when it may be difficult to say "I am sorry" or "I forgive you" or "I need you" or "I am hurting".
Groom and bride, I would ask that wherever you may make your home, that you choose a special location.
And at those times, when words fail, that you leave a red rose at that spot you have both selected - a rose that will say what matters more than all other words - "I still love you".
The other should accept this rose for the words that cannot be found and remember the love and hope that you both have shared today.
(Maid of honor brings back flowers)
Groom, you may now kiss your bride.
Presentation
It is my honor to present to you for the first time, Mr. And Mrs.___________________.
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